


Broken Skull-Nahanni – Navigation Notes 

 

Compass headings: 

• All north arrows on these maps point to true north, not magnetic north.  

• GPS devices typically display true north. Check settings to be sure. 

• A manual compass must be set to 19° magnetic declination (2013). 

Scale and orientation: 

• Map scale ranges from 1:40,000 to 1:50,000. Most are 1:50,000. 

• Grid squares are always 1 km2. They are marked with UTM coordinates 
(see at right). 

• Direction of travel is usually towards the top of the map. 
Check north arrow for orientation of each map. 

GPS coordinates of locations marked on map: 
 

Name Latitude Longitude 

Below crux of Pinball Rapid 62.950 -128.152 

Big Bend campsite  61.378 -124.753 

Black Wolf Creek 62.308 -127.651 

Blackstone R. 61.088 -122.925 

Blackstone TP  61.102 -122.882 

Bluefish Creek 61.036 -123.433 

Britnell Creek 62.052 -127.355 

Cave 62.685 -128.075 

Clausen Creek 61.255 -124.057 

Clearwater Creek 61.579 -125.557 

Cliff Camp 62.505 -127.911 

Cold Feet Creek 63.012 -128.168 

Confluence Broken Skull R. 62.987 -128.194 

Creek entrance 1 61.974 -127.233 

Creek entrance 2 61.973 -127.227 

Deadman Valley Cabin 61.244 -124.444 

Dry Canyon Creek 61.250 -124.406 

End - Landslide Alley 62.787 -128.038 

False Canyon RI-II 61.593 -125.606 

Figure 8 Rapid 61.573 -125.491 

Fishtrap Creek 61.237 -123.698 

Flat River Cabin 61.533 -125.362 

Flat River confluence 61.535 -125.333 

Flood Cr. 61.862 -126.391 

George's Riffle 61.244 -124.356 

Glacier Lake 62.071 -127.509 

Grainger River 61.124 -123.066 

Great Spur 61.311 -124.640 

Grizzly Bear Cr.  62.631 -128.031 

Grizzly Hot Springs 62.671 -127.900 

Headless Creek 61.295 -124.577 

Hell Roaring Cr. 61.873 -126.630 

Hike on RR 62.816 -128.023 

Hot Springs 62.755 -128.136 

Hot Springs Gravel Bar 62.755 -128.093 

Jackfish Creek 61.149 -123.672 

Kraus Hotsprings  61.256 -124.058 

Lafferty Creek campsite 61.274 -124.085 

Lafferty’s Rival (wave trains) 62.469 -127.849 

Name Latitude Longitude 

Lafferty's Riffle 61.272 -124.089 

Last Chance campsite  61.068 -123.562 

Last Chance Island 61.769 -126.070 

Liard River 61.053 -123.317 

Little Butte 61.243 -124.385 

Marango Creek 61.593 -125.638 

Mary River 61.458 -125.135 

Mattson Cr. 61.069 -123.581 

Meilleur River 61.271 -124.560 

Mini Gate 62.705 -128.097 

Morton's Knob 61.319 -124.596 

Nahanni Butte (1396m) 61.083 -123.389 

Nahanni Butte Village 61.037 -123.386 

Nahanni Park Boundary 62.498 -127.897 

North Elbow 61.269 -123.807 

Painted Rocks Canyon 61.348 -124.751 

Patterson Creek 61.302 -124.196 

Patterson's cabin site 61.252 -124.472 

Portage RR 150m (Map 1)  62.995 -128.179 

Prairie Creek  61.251 -124.463 

Pulpit Rock 61.412 -124.941 

Rabitkettle Hot Springs 61.943 -127.180 

Ram Creek 61.246 -124.398 

Scow Creek 61.324 -124.699 

Shale Creek  62.960 -128.161 

Splits campsite 61.163 -123.675 

Start of 2nd Canyon 61.355 -124.726 

Start of 3rd Canyon 61.459 -125.116 

Sunblood staff cabin 61.664 -125.851 

Swan Point  61.074 -123.166 

Thank You Rapid (line L) 62.993 -128.186 

The Gate 61.411 -124.932 

Top of Scow Cr. hike 61.287 -124.668 

Twisted Mountain 61.213 -123.626 

Vera Creek 61.529 -125.277 

Whitewater Creek 62.817 -128.020 

Windy Creek 61.248 -123.994 

Wrigley Creek 61.566 -125.469 

Wrigley Whirlpool 61.556 -125.442 

Warning: Information on these maps may be inaccurate. Use at your own risk. 
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UTM Coordinates System 
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Credits 

 
Map data and layers 

• Maps created with QGIS (3.28.0-Firenze) open-source software, https://qgis.org 

• Map layers: CanVec Series, Natural Resources Canada, 
https://open.canada.ca/data/en/dataset/8ba2aa2a-7bb9-4448-b4d7-f164409fe056  

• Projection: EPSG:3978-NAD83 Canada Atlas Lambert 

• Plugins: 

o QChainage, https://plugins.qgis.org/plugins/qchainage/ 

o ProjectUTM, https://plugins.qgis.org/plugins/qgis-project-as-utm/  

o MGRS Tools, https://plugins.qgis.org/plugins/mgrs/  

Documents 

• Peter Jowett and Neil Harting, Nahanni River Guide, 2003 

• R.M. Patterson, The Dangerous River: Adventure on the Nahanni, 1954 

• Parks Canada publications and websites, including: 

o Broken Skull River Planner 

o South Nahanni River Touring Guide 

o Hiking in Nahanni National Park Reserve 

o Nááts'įhch'oh National Park Reserve Bird Species Checklist, 2016 

o Nááts’įhch’oh National Park Reserve Management Plan, 2017 

• Articles by D.C. Ford (Department of Geology, McMaster University), including: 

o “Evidences of multiple glaciation in South Nahanni National Park, Mackenzie Mountains, 
Northwest Territories,” Canadian Journal of Earth Sciences, 1976 

o “The Many Landscapes of South Nahanni National Park,” in Olav Slaymaker, Landscapes 
and Landforms of Western Canada, 2017 

o “Development of the Canyons of the South Nahanni River, N.W.T.”, Canadian Journal of 
Earth Sciences, 2011 

• R.A. Kendall and P.T. Giles, “Satellite image analysis of changes in glacier cover in Canada's 
northern Mackenzie Mountain Range (1987–2017),” The Canadian Geographer, 2019 

• Northwest Territories websites 

• Gordon Nelson and Harvey Locke, The Magnificent Nahanni: The Struggle to Protect a Wild Place, 
2017 

• Outfitter websites: Blackfeather, Nahanni River Adventures 

• Other sources noted on maps 

First-hand observation and trip reports 

• David Robinson 
• Dawne Robinson 
• Katie Paris 
• Suzanne Gates 
• Erwin Ellen 
• Robert James 

• Cathy Rogers 
• Rod Rogers 
• Sara Gartlan 
• Terry Brayman 
• Matt Walker 
• Gary Ataman 

Warning 

• Information on these maps may be inaccurate. Use at your own risk. 

Contact 

• Email roland.paris@gmail.com 
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